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Text of Claims 

Claim l. (currently amended): A method for creation of a personalized playllst 

of programming, the playlist comprising sequentially played identifiable items of 

content from available sources of program material wherein: 

a user selects a base channel that includes a playlist of content that may 

be played on a user device, the playlist of the base channel being immediately 

unchangeable by a user and identical for a plurality of users; 

alternate sources of content offer substitute, items; that arc continuous l y 

available for use; op substitutions far Items of the playlist of the base channel as 

the b ase channel p l oys, at least one substitute item being used i n the 
per s onalized p l aylist; 

the user reads to Items of the base channel, whe r eb y a s i de channel 
distinct from the base chan n e l to created; that reflects a use i p iefc i tmco the user 
preference defined at l east in p o r t by a user's reactions to Items that hove played 
on cither of the base channe l or the side channel, the s i de ch annel including th o 
personal i zed playlist and being assembled substantially from items of the base 
channe l and alternate sources; 

a customizer operates with the user device to determine In near real time 
which substitute Items ?t available for use i ncluded in the p ersonalized playlist , 
mr n i itrrmti"' ""'"i fflff flyj»n*mttv of the substitute items being determined by 
at least two criteria to def i ne o sequence of Items to play in th e personalized 
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eteyHst, a first criterion criteria-comprising the user preference a style tf foe 
plavllst of the base channel, and a second criterion eriteria<omprising the time 
availability of substitute items provided by the alternate sources near the 
moment the customizer determines that a substitute item should be included In 
the sequence of items played; 

a first suitable substitute item from a first alternate source being buffered 
in a memory faeHfcy ffiSQUES linked to the user device before the first suitable 
item io needed for use In the side channe l , the first suitable substitute, item being 
unidentified to the user unless It is played on the user device; 

the base channel and the olternuU. source of content arr- js_a streaming 
broadcast sources that are Is available to a plurality of users of a date system; 

on undcslrcd i tem is streamed by a provider of pi u g i umming on cither of 

outomlzcr ao not in ct Ung the first ulU . Ho, and the first juilublc Item p l ayo o n 
the side chonncl from o beginning of the fl i rt suitab l e item m o substitute f o r thr 
undesired item ; 

U m unc i dev i ce is configured whereby the listener may Immediate l y select 
e i ther one of the booc chonncl and the side channel; 

ft f V y> r hpin n able to s e nd » cinnal to delete an undeslred itOT playing 

n n thP hase channel: 

urrcn rtW nf ttr a'tnmaticaiiv plavs the 
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of the base channel, wherein t h e undesired item Is absent from the PlavllSt and a 
substitute item is olaved instead. 

Claim 2. (currently amended) The playiist creation method of claim 1 wherein 
the first substitu te item Is streamed bv a first alternate source and a second 
suitable substitute item is streamed from a second alternate source at a 
beginning later than a beginning of the first suitable substitute item streamed by 
the firat oltemate source, and the second suitable substitute item begins at the 
second alternate source before it is needed for play on the side channel, the 
second suitable substitute item being a better fit to the fifst criteria second 
criterion than the first suitable sjjbsjitute. item, the first suitable substitute item 
being removed from the memory feeHfcy resource in favor of the second suitable 
aitatibjtejtem. 

Claims 3 - 4. (canceled) 

Claim 5. (currently amended) The playiist creation method of claim 1 wherein an 
alternate source comprises a hidden channel playiist. a Playlirt of the hidden 
pla yiist is In the style of the ba y rhannel. is initially unchangeable and identical 
for ? plurality of users, t he hidden channel is not available for use as a base 
channel and the hidden channe l s erves a primary function to prov i de of providing 
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substitute items of content far modification of the base channel, os components 
for use I n assemb li ng personalized playl i sta. 



Claim 6 (currently amended) The playlist creation method of daim 1 wherein the 
programming is audio programming, the deleted undesifed items of content are 
audio commercial announcements, and the substitute items are used to replace 
the audio commercials. 

Claim 7. (original) TTie playlist creation method of claim 1 wherein a provider o 
the base channel is identified on a display screen of the user device. 



Claim 8. (canceled) 



Claim 9. (currently amended) A method for creation of a personalized 
playlist of programming r rf ffH an a user a m™ 0 ™ resource , the 

playlist comprising sequentially played identifiable items of content from available 
sources of program material wherein: 

a user selects a base channel from a streaming broadcast source that 
includes a playlist of content that may be played on the user device, the playlist 
of the base channel being immediately unchangeable and identical for a plurality 
of users; 
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oltemate sources of content offer i tems that ore continuous l y ovalloblo for 
use ao subst i tutions for Items of the p l aylist of the pose chonncl as tho base 
channel plays at least one substitute Item being used in the persona l ized playlist; 

the user rcoctoto cjejfites_items of content from the playlist of the base 
channel, whereby y hr ***** item* romprtse a nenarive user Preference and a 
side channel distinct derived f rom the base channel Is created on the user 
djjyjcfi that reflects a ftfijiesaffiffi user preference. Ui e uj ci preference defined 
at l east In part by o use*? reactions to I tems that hove pl oy ed on cither of the 
base channe l o r the side channel, the s i de channel Including the personalized 
playlist and being asacmblod substantially from items of the base chonnc l and 

die oltemate sources; 

a custom iic r o pe r ate! with the u se r nVvirp tt H "* n " ininp npjr real time 
w hich substitute items arc included in the pe r sonalized playlist, the customize* 
ujlng ot least two criteria to d ci lnc a sequence o f items to p l ay i n thr- 
pauonotlicd pUyliX o fir* " ' n,,H """p*""* ln& uflC|r Prcfcmi L C, and o socon r l 
criteria comprising a time availability of items streamed by the alternate sources 

hot a substitute item should bo 

i s p l oyed? 

yn ate source b eing buffered i n a memory 

fadll t y link e d tu Uic inrr it""" hnfnm * n r,MMAtL ltom ls nocde t i for usc ln 
aide channe l , the sui t able Item bein g u n identified to th e uaei un l ui it n p lnyr- d 

on the user device; 
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roc user reacts negatively to on undealrcd item of content ond the 
suitab l e item p l oys on the side channel from o beginning of the su i table item 
i mmed i ately after on occurrence of the user's negat i ve react i on; 

the user device conf i gured whereby t h e l istener may i mmediately select 
either one of the base channe l and the side channel: 

Claim 10. (currently amended) The playltet creation method of claim 9 &ulJiei 

Inrnmnratina a M Hrton nlavHst comprised Of a PlaYl!* flf IteMS IP ttW Sfr)e Of the 

tocp rhannei. th» r**A\* the h""pn niavitet being immediately unchanged 
iriPntiral for a p luralit y of usen f, frff °»avlisr helnn unavailable for use 
M a hase channel wherein: 

IfntiftlftH l^nns playe d , on hase channRl are plwed on ^ 
^annd In the g fflr f and itemS haVP ^P*^ <>" 

drto rhannel w jth «t»n« from the hidden DlavUSt, 

an oltemate source comprises a hidden chan n el, the hidden channe l lo not 
avai l able for uac as a base channel, and the hidden clmuml serves a pnm n ry 
f unction to provide items of content as components for uac in assemblin g 
p ersonal i zed p l ayllsto. 

Claims 11 - 12. (canceled) 
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Claim 13. (currently amended) "Hie playlist creation method of daim 9 wherein 
the negative user preference further comprises a set of Instructions that is stored 
on a device of the user, the instructions being used to guide tte a custom izer In 
an initial selection of substitute items for the user. 

Claim 14. (currently amended) A method for creation of a personalized playlist 
of programming, the playlist comprising sequentially played Items of content 
piaved on a u ser device wherein: 

a user selects a streaming broadcast tap bj§£ channel that includes a 
playlist of content that may be played on a fee user device, the top bass channel 
being provided by a station source that Is operated independently of the user, 
the playlist of the top base channel being Immediately unchangeable and 
identical for a plurality of users; 

an alternate streaming broadcast source of content is available from which 
substitute Items may be obtained to modify the playlist of the top base channel, 
the substitute i tems being used In the personalized playlist; 

t he peroonolizcd p i ayllat compriaca o combination of items from the top 
channel with the aubodtute items; a customizer operating ojraaies with the user 
device to determine in near real time which substitute items are included in the 
p r nnnnHr" 1 r lf " i H "* a v fi ilnt? 1 * for use stjb1ert *° at least flfiMfa a ^ 

rriterion com prtelnfl a time availability of substitute items 
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a beginning point of a substitute item of the alternate source is stored In a 
computer memory faeflty resource immediately accessible by the user device, 
and further component segments of the substitute item of the alternate source 
are buffered In a computer memory facility, on Identity of the stored i tem being 
known b y the custom i ze* in ad v ance of the stored I tem being i ncluded i n the 
pcrsonoltecd p l oyllst ; 

the stored substitute, item being Immediately played as part of the 
personalized playlist on the user device from the beginning point of the stored 
a^cflfttfp item uih»n an it*™ fmm the base channel has been deleted ; 

the alternate source eemprtses comprising a hidden channel p|aylist 
inmmoratino a n la yttet of items i n *"» «tvte of the base channel, the hidden 
enamel playlist is not available for use as a top base channel, and the hidden 
enamel playlist serves serving a primary function te^revWe ofprwldlnq items of 
content as components for use ^substitutes in assembling personalized playlists 
<terived from Hw base channel. 



Claim 15. (currently amended) The playlist creation method of claim 14 wherein 
the substitute item has two distinct types of value, a value of creative content, 
and an opportunity value of time availability for use as a substitute item in the 

personalized playlist; and 

a s oiree providing p rovider of the hidden channe l a stthfftitate Item 
receives receiving an opportunity value payment when the substitute item from 
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the hidden channel is used in the a personalized playlist derived from the base, 
rtiannet of a different source. 



Claim 16. (currently amended) A method for creation of a personalized playlist 
of programming, the playlist comprising sequentially played items of content 
wherein: 

a user selects a streaming broadcast tap bass channel that includes a 
playlist of content that may be played on a user device, the top feas^channel 
being provided by a station source that is operated Independently of the user, 
the top base channel being available to I^ral and unchangeable for a plurality 

of users of a data system; 

an alternate streamtae, broadcast source of content Is available from which 
substitute Items m a sMe of the base channel may be obtained to modify the 
playlist of the top base channel, the substitute Items being used in the a 
personalized pW'* fteriYffll from ft* base channel: 

ft» m .«»nr» order of a n Item on the olavlist of the ba^f channel being 
jftontiral fn a se g i ip my of a same item or its aihstitHtF 00 ftfl PerspnaM 



the personal i zed playlist comprises o combination of it cmo worn 
channel with the substitute items , a customizer operating with the use 
determine In near real time which substitute items are included in the 



playlist: 
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personalized playlist, the customizer npgratina independently of a user/? 
immediate actions: 

a beginning point of an Item of the alternate source is stored in a 
eemeuter memory feeH*y t£SfiUK£ immediately accessible by the user device, 
and further component segments of the item of the alternate source are buffered 
In a eemputer memory feeHttyjsSfiyrce, an identity of the stored item being 
known by the customizer in advance of the stored item being included in the 

personalized playlist; 

the stored item being played as part of the personalized playlist on the 
user device from the beginning point of the stored item. 



Claim 17. (currently amended) The playlist creation method of claim 16 wherein 
the station operates as an affiliate of a cooperative network with other stations, 
end the affiliate stations share pJayJjsJs i tuouroca In the co mae of osocmb l in r j 

gn d, a network ftflfflitiW fl"***** 




Claim 18. (currently amended) The playlist creation method of daim 16 wherein 
the customizer Is guided by a combination of a user's dejggoos e w n preferences 
and a style of the stetkm bjsejiiannej when the customizer performs 
substitutions of items of content into the personalized playlist 
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Claim 19. (currently amended) The playlist creation method of claim 16 wherein 
an identity of the station source providin g a substitute item is displayed on the 
user device. 



Claim 20. (currently amended) A method for navigating the programming of an 
audio program provider affiliated with a network of other providers in which the 
provider presents to a user a standardized method for searching, selecting and 
playing programming, the standardized method being specified by a network 

operator wherein: 

the provider offers a tee bass channel accessible simultaneously by a 
plurality of users, wherein each user receives substantially a same playlist; 

a user reacts to deletes undesired program items that are played on the 
toe bjsfi channel, a cumulative history of a user's feaetieRS deletions comprising 
a negative user preference; 

the provider offers an ability to create a first side channel wherein an 
alternate personal playlist torn"** the base channel is already prepared 
when the user teeets-m deletes a first manner too program item of the top bass 
channel; 

the first side channel includes programming that reflects a combination of 
a style of the provider of the selected top base channel, and the negative user 
preference, wherein the user creates a personal playlist of programming in near 
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real time during the couroc of l isten ing a n d rcocting to o by deleting items from 
tbfi channel of the program provider. 

the standardized method includes o mu l tipurpose oddrcssing system using 
telephone numbers, a te l ephone number serving at I coat two functions; o first 
function being to access a remote voice te l ephone dev i ce, and a second funct i on 
being to access the programming of the program provider , the program provider 
thereby being identified by o multipurpo ' .*! telephone number; 

thet*9 or being able to use a device to select whi ch of the two functions 
arc served by the telephone number. 

Claims 21 and 22 (canceled) 

Claim 23. (new) The playlist creation method of daim 16 wherein a first playlist 
plays on the user device, the customizer creates a second, alternate playlist 
before an item of the first playlist begins, the second playlist begins immediately 
when the user deletes the Item of the first playlist 

Claim 24. (new) The playlist creation method of claim 16 wherein the substitute 
items have two distinct types of value, a value of creative content and an 
opportunity value of time availability for use as a substitute item in the 
personalized playlist, and a provider of the alternate source receives an 
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opportunity value payment from the station when the Item is used in the 
personalized playlist. 



Claims 25. (new) The playlist creation method of daim 23 wherein the second 
alternate playlist is discarded when the user allows the item of the first playlist to 
play through, and the customizer creates a third alternate playlist. 

Claim 26. (new) A method for creation of a personalized playlist of programming 
played on a user device, the playlist comprising sequentially played identifiable 
items of content from available sources of program material wherein: 

a user selects a base channel that includes a playlist of content that may 
be played on a user device, the playlist of the base channel being immediately 
unchangeable by a user and Identical for a plurality of users; 

alternate sources of content offer substitute items in a style of the base 
channel; 

the user deleting an item of content on the base channel; 

a customizer automatically causing the user device to play a substitute 
item from the alternate sources and creating a side channel comprising a 
modified base channel, the side channel including sequences of items identical 
to sequences of items of the base channel; 

the deleted item being absent from a playlist of the side channel, the 
substitute Item being played instead of the deleted item, a further item being 
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not deleted from the base channel, and the further Item being played on the side 
channel In a same sequence of the playllst as a the further Item played on the 
base channel. 



Claim 27 (new) A method for creation of a personalized playllst of programming 
played on a user device, the playllst comprising sequentially played identifiable 
Items of content from available sources of program material wherein: 

a user selects a base channel that includes a playlrst of content that may 
be played on a user device, the playllst of the base channel being immediately 
unchangeable by a user and Identical for a plurality of users wherein: 

a user deleting an Item of content from the base channel Is automatically 
switched to a first side channel that incorporates a majority of items from the 
playllst of the base channel and substitute Items in the style of the base channel; 

the user further deleting an Item of content from the first side channel 
being automatically switched to a second side channel that incorporates a 
majority of items from the playllst of the first side channel and substitute items in 
the style of the base channel. 
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